iniroduciwh
tobacco, to the shipper from GKintur to Lahore
the incidence works out to as high as 150 per
cent. Contrariwise, for shipments from Mysore
to Bangalore, it works out to only 2-5 per cent
In the case of linseed, the incidence would
roughly be between 10 to 15 per cent. Here,
however, it is interesting to note that it would
be cheaper to ship the commodity as such,
instead of first crushing it and sending it as oil.
The author's general conclusion is that every
reduction in the incidence of freight rates on
prices should be welcomed, though that rate may
vary with the distance covered and the quality
of the commodity shipped.
The groundnut occupies an important place
in our economy and there is a very rich trade
in it in the Madras Presidency. In 1936-37,
there were 3,427,000 acres under this crop in
this Presidency with an estimated yield of
1,652,000 tons. The year 1937-38 proved to be
a record one for the crop and the net out-turn
was 3,501,000 tons. In 1938-39 our exports,
however, of this oilseed amounted only to
8,35,000 tons, further there was a shrinkage
in the foreign demand, so that there was
a very sharp fall in price from Rs. 36-1-4 in
1936-37 to Rs. 24-4-0 in March 1938-39. At the
time of writing, the prices were fairly steady
though below the figures of the previous years
so that the author says, " During the last two
months of 1939, the market for groundnuts was
fairly steady. The average wholesale prices for
standard varieties were, for a candy of 530
pounds between Rs. 28 to Rs. 30-15-0 at the
various centres on the 30th November, 1939, The
prices on the 22nd December fluctuated within
x&vti